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§ Gréuch

By H. M. EGBERT
Rt doto o

{Copyright, ms, by W. G. Chapman.)

“0Md Grouch,” ne Randall, the treas
urer, was called, was the hardest mem-
ber of the corporation. This mueh
was universally admitted. Nobody
ever went to him for & ralee of sal
ary without a sinking heart, for what-
ever Hondall did was done grudgingly.

Yot the few who waere In the know
were aware how deeply the acid of
ife had eaten Into Randall’s soul. His
only daughter had dled, five years be
fore, just after graduating from Vas
sar. His only son had gone 1o the
bad and run away from home prior to
that. Once the boy had come to the
father's door; but Randall had sent
out n curt mossdge by the servant
that he would not see him.

Of late Randall had been coneclous
that he was growing old. He had won-
dered whether he might not have dealt
with the lad more kindly. He had
heard nothing of Horace since that
visit, which had been sghortly after
his daughter's death, His wife had
died years before; he was mlone in
the world, and big embitterment made
it a gloomy one.

He was working at the office Iate
that night, for the spring rush of
business had started; then the de-
partment managers were overworked,
and Randall had to check up thelr er-
rors, which were numerous and annoy-
ing. Having to consult the books, he
rose from hls desk and went into the
large bookkeepers’ room. A man was
leaning over a broom, his eyes closed,
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*Think We Hired You to Sleep Here?™

supporting himself against the wall
It was the night watchman.

Randall went up and bellowed (n his
ear. Kimball started and looked at
him wvaguely. He had been nine
months in the corporation’s employ-
ment, but that did not assuage Hun-
dall's anger.

“"You're a filue watchman!" bellowed
the treasurer. “You ecan get your
money in the morning!”

“Mr, Randall—" the man began to
stammer.

“Not n word, now. Think we hired
you to sleep here, 1 suppose?”

He left the discomfited man and
walked back to his desk, growling.
One could trust nobody. Thieves
might enter while Kimball was sleep-
ing. He forgot all about the books,

To Randall's indignation and aston-
{shment his seat was no longer empty,
A tiny, neat little girl, with flaxen
curls that hung about her shoulders,
was seated In his chalr, scribbling all
over his blotting pad. Anger rendered
Randall mute.

Then the little girl looked up and
smiled at him, Something in Ran-
dall's heart seemed to rise up and fill

his thront. Minnie had smiled like
that—and thia child looked like
Minnie,

“Well! Who sre you?" demanded

Randall gruflly,

“I'm Leonora, and I'm not a bit
afrald of you,"” answered the child.

“How did yon get here? Kimball
brought you, eh?”

The child nodded. "He often brings
me, only he tells me pobt to let you
see me, becuuge you're an old grouch.”

“1 guess I'm an old groucH all right,”
said Randall,

“But you can't make me afrald of
you," sald the child. “People say
you're terrible. Papa says so."

"1 guess | am. Bomebody's got to
be

“1'd bhate to be you,” said lqcmnm

Randall glared at her. At Bret he
could not find words to say. He was
thinking that he hated to be himself.
At last he found his tongue. “Kim-
ball!™ he bellowed,

The walchman appearsd, He stood
looking In dismay, first at the child
and then at the treasurer.

“Got any good resson for
saleep on duty? Randall Inquired.

The watchman's face flushed heay-
fly. “I was up all last night with my
sister's  husband,” be answered.
“That's his child."”

Randall began to notice that Kim-
ball had the speech of an educated
man, Strange that be had not no-
Uenﬁ. it in those nine months!
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“Hoth born to better things and can't
hold #&own a watchman's job. Here—
take yoursell off and take the child
with you!"

They went away, the little girl ghak
ing hér hand at him and Isugbing.
Randnll, when they were gone, sat at
his deak thinking. His lite was pass-
Ing In review before him, the empty
years, the thankless years. What If
he had deall hardly with the boy?

He cureed himself for & sentimen-
talist.  Why should these thoughts
coma to him now? And yet—well, he
might give Kimball another chance.
He might do that., He would give
him that vacancy in the clerical de-
partment. And the girl! It weas odd
how she reminded him of Minnle, His
daughter had looked just lke that
when she wan a child

He rose and went home, frowning,
and anyone who had met him on the
road would have thought he was the
surllest looking man that he had en-
countered In many a day. But onoce
in his room the old man paced the
floor, shaking his head and conscious
of the pame sense of uselessnens,

He could not slesp, The child was
before his eyes all night. Minniel

“0ld Grouch"” was at his worst next
day. He refused three applications
for Increase of salary, scolded tho de-
partment manngers roundly, and made
himsell even more feared than usual
But at night, when the force had gone,
he crept quistiy out of the office, after
ascertaining the night watchman's ad-
dress,

He, "0ld Grouch.” was golng to tell
the man that he could come to work at
eight, as upsunl. Poor devil of a
watchman! He was not o much to
blame, If his story wus true!

The address was a poor street off
Third avenue. Randall gazed around
him in disgust as he passed through
the slum., A drunken man was cling-
ing to a post. Two shrews were scold-
Ing each other from different door-

ways, What a place in which to bring
up a child! Suppose It had been
Minnle!

At a few minutes after seven he
tood before a door in a tenement
building. He rang, and a tired-looking
woman opened to him. The woman
was unmistakably the mother of the
girl. And, weary as she was, and
pooriy dreased, she was unmistakably
A lady.

“Good evoning, Mre. Kimball,” said
Randall roughly. "“I'm Mr. Randall,
and I've called to say that your hus.
band can have his Job back"”

The woman stared at him in tarror.
"I'm— I'm not Mre. Kimball” she
stammered, and ran back into the
apartment. Randall heard her sob-
bing ns she ran,

Then be was aware of a tiny Ngure
at his side, and the lttle girl was
looking up into his tace,

"Old Grouch!™ she lisped.
Grouch, come and see papa!’

It was strange Lant the child's touch
turned his will to water. Randall
suffered her to lend him by the hand,

He went into a dark passage and
halted ot the door of o tiny room. It
wae almost dark inside, but he heard
the woman sobbing nt the gide of the
man who lay there. She roze and
turned sod faced hin.

“1 am your son's wife,” she sald with
simple dignity.

And in the dark Randall, ineredu-
lous, saw the figure upon the bed.

"1 guess It was a mistake,” the wom:
an continued. “This Is my little girl,
and Mr. Kimball has been taking her
to the office nights whilé my husband
was ill. You didn’t know, and—there
is no need to stay, Mr. Randall.”

HRandall struck a match with trem-
bling fAngers and looked at the man
on the bed. He saw the fever-flushed
face of his own son, whom he had
thought gone forever. And them the
man's will broke. "0ld Grouch”
kneeled down at his side.

“Horace!™ he whispered, taking his
hand {n his. “Horace, you will come
home! 1 have ocome to take you
home—you and your wife, and—and
Leonora. I have wanted you—heaven
konows how much,” he continued.
“Only I didu’t know t"

The woman turned away her face.
“Not now,” she anawered. “We do
not want your forgiveness after these
years."

Randall looked
ace?" he asked.

But the sick man turned his face
away and answered nothing. And
then Randall felt a little hand slipped
into his own.

"I'll go with you, Old Grouch!" sald
Leonora,

And suddenly the waters of pity
gished from the man's eyes. “God
forgive me!" he cried, eatching her to
his breast.

In a trice the mother was sobbing
in his arms. And the three, by the
sick man's bed, the son and father
clasping each other's hands, was the
sight that met Kimball's eyes as he
entered.

"Old Grouch™ broke the silence.

“Get to your job, Kimball!" he bel-
lowed, “Tomorrow I'll have some-
thing to eny to you. Get to work now,
or I'll—I'Il discharge you!"

For he meant to keep up hla repu-
tation to the last,

“Oid

at his son. “"Hor

Bellef In Jonahs.

The bellef in Jonahs is contrary to
the order of the universe as man most
slowly and painfully, by the use of all
hin spiritual faculties, has discovered
that order. Whatever the explanation
of extraordinary events may be, the
superstitious explanation is not true.

being | To entertaln it for & moment is to

enervate the mind and to misinterpret
the univarse. That may not be safely
done even in trifles, for none of us is

to be almost superstitious in our fear
of superstition, as & reformed drunk.
ard needs to avold wine.

ignorance ! “Of

It In the manner of dressing her
bair more than by any other means,
that & woman can estblish distinotion
—an Individual style in her appear
ance. In this one perticular she can
afford to be Independent of fashions
and adopt for Nerscll whatever Is best
suited to har. But in her colffure, as
In sverything else she likes & change
and she may experiment with any of
the new Incoming styles in halr dress-
ing in the chance of improving her ap-
pearance or by way of variety.

Along with the revival of old styles
in apparel have come revivals of hair
dressing from by-gone perfods. The

DISTINCTION IN

halr cofled or puffed on top of the
hend, with short curla at each side of
the face is one arrangement that s in
the experimentu] stage. In pnother the
halr is eombed to the top of the crown
and ' tied there with narrow ribbon
formed into a bow and ends,
f6 turped loto a long upstanding poff
or loop.

The most promising of colffures re

ed ot one side and arranged ln colls nt
the back of the ecrown. Three short
curls are placed nt one #ide on a level
with the loba2 of the ear. There are
no styles in which the ears are uncov-
ered, aithough in some a glimpse of

it la permitted, Just enough to display
a Jewel,

The collffure pletured Is a familiar
siyle of the type most fashionablo
and I8 shown as developed for eve-
ning. The bair s marcelled and cofled
ncrous the back of the head just above
the mape of the neck. Three short
curls are pinned in below the coll.

An arrangement of the hair In a
short French twist at the back sur
mounted by one long puff suggests the
return of the psyche knot The front
halr is loosaly waved and parted at
the middle in a very shallow part
This is & graceful style and becoming,
which Is more than can bo said of
the most papular of off-the-faco colf-
fures, Even to youthful faces they
are somewhat trying and they lend
nothing of softness to clier ones,

In Woman’s Realm

- Individual Style of Coiffure Means Much to Woman—0ld Styles of
Hairdressing Are Revived—Quaint and Picturesque Cos-
tume for the Bride's Attendants.

it is the privilege of the bride to
soloet the style that shall govern In
making the costumes of her maids.
Just how quaint and plcturesque the
modes of today allow them to be may
be gathered from the lllustration giv-
en abova, This costume looks as If
might be a faithful copy of a style
worn by some demure maid who flour
lshed a century ago. Bul both the
gown and the bonnel are products of
1916 and, worn together, they testify
to the bride's eye for the picturesque.
The gown is made of taffeta.

The tight bodice with mid-Victorian

The halr

cently shown calls for waved halr part-

shoulders s outlined with a ruMe and

THE COIFFURE.

jsupportad hy narrow straps. It sur
mounts A skirt which s just one
| lounce after another until four of
li]usw have fully occupled that space
| from walst to instep, They are fin
| ished with narrow heins,

‘ Color plays & part o important in

the brideemaida’ gowns that taffeta
{silk I8 n happy cholce In materials
| It comes In 20 many beautiful colors
gnd changeable effecta, This will be

nppreciated by the bride whose aim s
to make a fascinating background for
her own incomparable white,

The old-fashioned poke bonnet
shown in the picture l8 coversd with
plaited chiffon nnd has a soft crown.

IN THE BRIDAL PROCESSION.

There 18 a small wreath at the odgo
with little roses sot far apart. A hbig
and sprightly bow with long sash ends
s perched at the back. .So quaint a
costumae s suitably completed when
the maid carries a basket of fowers
rather than a bouquet.

The return of the always-loved big
leghorn hat, trimmed with roses, to |
high favor, should not be overlooked |
by those who plan for hats that may |
be useful after the wedding Wide
brimmed hats for mid-summer made
of georgette crepe and trimmed with
flowers offer the bride a choice for
her maids that is sure to please them
and all those who see them.

Sllk Met ls Durable,
Silk nets, expensive, of course, but
more durable than tulle, come n evary
color of the ralnbow and every shade

| ping paper makes an excellent cover

HANDICRAFT FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

(Copyright. by
A MALAY OR TAILLESS KITE.

l The Malay Is probably the monst
practical boys' kite ever Invented.

Figure 1 shows the completed Ma-
lll!. Fig. 2 the kite in flight, Fg. 2 ita
completed frameowork, and Figs. 4, 6
and 6 the detalls for preparing the
frame sticks.

The kite han a vertical stick and a
bow.-stick, each of which should be
40 inches In length, about three-quar-
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ters inch wide and three-elghths of an

inch thick, for a medium-slized kite,

In the cutting of the sticks lays hnlf
the secret of making a kite that will
fiy successfully. If you live anywhere

| near & mill it will cost but a few
icenls to have sticks cut to the sizes
wanted

‘ Drive & emall nall or large tnek Into
‘each and of the two sticks, to fasten

the framing-string to (Figs. 4 and 5),
and noteh the side edges of the bow-
stick pear each end for the attach-
ment of the bow.string (Fig ).

The amount to bend the bow-stick
is important. For & kite with a bow
40 i{nches long the distnnce between
the string and stick should be 6 Inches
(Fig. ). Use a strong twine for the
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A. NEELY HALL and DOROTHY PERKINS

A, Neely Haill)
HOMEMADE CALENDARS.

The Mitle desk calendar In Figs 1
and 2 has a cardboard case (Fig. 3),
and aix calendar cards (Fig. 4). First
make the oards, then the case. The
sige of your calendar pad will deter-
mine the size of the ecarda, Fig 4
will give you an |dea of the relative
gige. The cnrd tops must extend
above the case as shown. Uss a light
welight cardboard or hedvy letter pa
per'for the cards, You will see by Flg.
4 that one month of the calendar is
pasted upon each side of each card, Cut

the front of the case from cardboard,
with the opening of the right site so
there will be a muargin of about one
quarter inch around the calendar, and
make the margin around the opening
about ons-half inch wide. Mark out
back B with front A as 8 marker, and
glue enough of the strips C along the
side and bottom to make n thickneas
a trifle greater than that of the six
ealondar cards.

To assemble the case, bind together
A and B with paper lapped over and
glued to their edges. Paste a plece
of tinted paper on the front to con-
ceal the binding strip, Fig. 2 shows
how to fasten a ecardboard strip to
the back of Lthe case to suppori the
calendar,

Perbaps you would prefer a perpet-
unl calendar to the kind just de-

a
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pow-string, and tie it securely te the
notched ends.

Fasten the bow-stick at Its exact
center to the vertieal stick, placlog it
exnctly 4 Inches down from the top of
the vertical stick, as indicated In Plz
3. Drive a couple of brads through
the two sticks, to hold them togeiher
and then reinforce the counection by
wrapplog the jolnt with strong linen
thread, crossing It in the mannoer
shown.

With the two sticke properly joined,
connect thelr ends with the framing
string, stretching it tightly between
the sticks and tying to the end nails.

The strong light-weight brown pa-
per now so generally used for wrap-
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ing. A few sheets can be purchased
for the purpose at a near-by store
You will likely have to paste together
two or wore sheels to make oue large
enough for your kite framework. The
paper should be placed on Lhe outer
face of the bow-stick, and should be
allowed a little fullness, instead of
stretching it tight as on the hexagonal
form of kite.

Attach a belly-band at the Interseec-
tlon of the bow-stick and vertical
stick (Fig. 1), and make it of the right
length 80 when held Lo one side it
will reach to the end of the bow, as
Indicated in Flg. 1. Tie the fiylng
line securely st this point, and the
kite will be rendy for its malden
fllght

Vox Papull,

The mors! standard of the people,
ncting somehow, s always there,
whether 1t b high or low. At lts
highest, however, it doas not approach
the noblest motives of the fndividual,
for it is o communs! consclence, pot an
individual conscience. It s pever
more than the highest common denom-
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scribed. The ecolendar In Fig. 6 re
quires & small cardboard box for a

case (A, Fig. 6)

with the exception
one-quarter inch along the sides and
remaining end. Back B (Fig. 6) fits
between the box sides, and extends an
inoch ambove them. Glua Its edgea to
the sides of the box.

There are sixteen calendar cards
(Fig. 73, two for the “days,” eight for
the “dates,” and six for the “mosntha,”
Cut the "dute" cards two-thirds of the
length of the “day” cards, and the
“month"” eards one-half of the length
of the "date” cards, The calondar
pad from which you cut the “days,”

“dates,” and “months” should be In
heavy clear type. Arrange and paste
the printing in the manner shown in
Pz 1.

The porpotual calendar In Fig. §
is made of a cardboard box of the
kind that siides Into a sleeve cover
(Fign. § and 10). Cut the openings A,
B and C (Fig. 9) through the sleave
cover, and paste the three strips D
(Fig. 10) upon the box bottom for the
“month,” “day” and “date” strips to
#lide upon. Fig. 11 shows the rela-
tive length and width of the slide
strips, and Fig. 12 the srrangement of
the calendar letters and pumbers

The Child Critics.

Parenta are living dslly before the
most critical audience in the world—
their chilld. The small deceit, the loss
of temper—all such things are soen
by the small critlc, and they ail color,

Remove one end of
the box, then cut away the bottom,
of a margin ot
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LOOK TO THE VACANT LOT

A Little Cleaning Up of the Space
Now Wil Result in Profit in
the Future.

Owners of unimproved property
this city who wish to sell it abould
taks heed of & suggestion that comes
from Minneapais, where the matter
bas been under practical considers-
tion. This Ix that any lot of ground
offered for sale has a better chance
of finding & market If It is kept In at
| tractive order than If negloected and
| allowed to present an unkempt, unnt-
| tructive appearance, Of course, as &
mera bullding site, it makes no dif
| ference to a prospective purchaser
whether a lot s neatly tufted or Is &
veritable dump laden with trash
Bullding operations are not deterred
by refuse. Hut thers iz something
peychological In the appeal of a welk
kept vacant lot that gives It a “'pulling
power” over a trashcoversd, weed-
grown, unsightly place

The cumulative gffect of well-tanded
vacant properties remching to s stand-
ard of orderliness throughout the city
is unmistakable, Every real estatle
owner wilh property of this character
to sell 's interested In atiracting the
| attention of buyers from outside, Such
buyera are more surcely drawn to a
city that presents no unlovely aspects
| than to one that is peppered with eye-
| sores.

The cost of keeping a vacant jot In
| order Is slight and it should be reck-
| oned by the owner as part of the over-

head charge, along with the interest

It has been suggested that this cost

muy be added to the price of the prop-

erty when it ia sold. However iL In
borne, whether by the owner or the
ultimute purchasger, it 8 & good In-
| vestment, It makes for quicker sales
and meanwhile for n more attractive
| elty, which In fteslf ls an asset shared
by every owner of property

| 'This is the geason to consider this
question. Already the preparations
for park work are under way. The
ground in the public reservations s
being roked, trash Is being hauled
away, and in a few weeks the city will
be bloszoming. Every owner of a va-
cant lot should consider his bit of
ground as part of the city's park sys-
tem and put it In order just as care-
fully as the tresgrown spaces undes
the care of the government are
groomed for the season, The house-

holders are expected to keep their
piront parkings apd lawns up o &
certaln standard of neatness, and sure-
Iy those who own land on which there
are no improvements should be under
the same obligation, — Washington
Star,
Have a Garden,

|  PBegin now to think of that little
gurden in the back yard, everybody

o has a back vard, Such a modest

s¢ has much to do to restore

3 of Ife. I youdontegeta

a bean or & mens of
S0 g gEreater

[R¥}i- 2

which are »

+ truck In the

ing to waleh

I
I ' nnd
panionship with

richer crop than z
garden. It is & X
things grow. They = & a mam
ETOW, Lo add health and
strength to every part of his body;

give him a clean conscience; make
bim Jove his wife and enjoy her
vietualsa, Tending a litle gorden

| makes a good citizen out of & man;
gives him better thoughts; makes him
| kindlier to his neighlviee. and givea a
| gentler accent te his voice. And them,
If be should raise anything in the gar
doen, how heppy he {s to gather It and
take It Inoto the kitchen and lay it om
| the table, saying to his wife: “These
are some of oovr own ralsing; almt
Ghey fine?" That's life—grander tham
going to church in an automobile~
| Ohlo State Journal

Preparationg are already under way
«T flower shows, and It is pertinest
| to aek, “"What Is the permanent valoe
to those who attend?"” Mere sttrac
| thons  will not permanently endure
with any considerable moasure of sge-

cess, They must educate as well, In
ordér to intercst you must instrect
All love best what they know most
sbout, The more onc is Instructed in
hertienlture the greater will be his
appreciation of plants and flowers
Every exhibit should be & huréeau of
Information regarding fundamental
knowledge,. Every attendant shoold

be a mine of information regarding
;dotnlls. A foast for the eves will not
alone attract the hest attendance, but
| & feast of the mind as well surely
| will,

Decoration of the Home.

N I1s not “a matter of taste” when
we accept for our home's decoration
those forms of beauty which we do
not sympathetically understand; it is
& matter of intellectual laziness,

We take what {8 smart for the me-
moent without n question of Its fitness
and adaptability for our individeal
needs, and in so doing we lose that
greater delight, which is the soul of
art and which is our ouly thorough
rincere study and search of the dee-
orative fundamentals upon which the
ertists pnd Jovers of the beautiful have
built.—House and Garden,

Got Her New Hat.
“Why s it."” ssked the inguisitive
husband, “that you never ask sayone




